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Introduction
Cities worldwide face the challenge of planning and managing their resources in order to meet the
needs of the inhabitants (Lynch et al,, 2013). As opportunities for livelihood become scarce in rural areas,

people flock to urban centres in search of employment and increased quality of life. As a result,

urbanization often occurs at a pace that proves impossible for planning; placing poverty and
urbanization among the biggest development challenges of the 21st century (Frayne et al., 2014). Urban

food insecurity is one of the most serious consequences of the prevalent rates of urbanization and
poverty. As over half of the global population currently resides in cities and the figure is expected to hit

over two thirds by 2050 (United Nations, 2015), urban issues, including food insecurity in cities, should
top development agendas.

The FAO 2009 considers food security for all people to include having access to sufficient, safe and
nutritious food to maintain a healthy and active life. Even though this widely accepted view of food

security refers specifically to access, it is ensuring availability of food largely through increased
production that garners attention in policy (Battersby and Crush 2014). Maxwell (1999) argues this

situation results from a persisting rural bias in food security issues, downplaying urban dwellers:
nutritional challenges due to seemingly ample availability of food in urban markets. The access factor is

particularly relevant here, as food may be physically available, but spatial and financial constraints
prevent many urbanites from accessing it (Battersby and Crush 2014). Maxwell (1999) also maintains

that urban food security is overshadowed in urban management by other urban challenges such as
unemployment, overcrowding and infrastructure. In urban environments, food insecurity is usually

experienced on a smaller scale, i.e.neighbourhood or even household scale, which adds to the ‘invisible-
nature of the urban food crisis (Maxwell, 1999).

A useful lens for conceptualising socio-economic and environmental factors that underlie urban food

insecurity is the food desert, considered to be an area where fresh and healthy food at affordable prices
is either difficult or impossible to obtain (Myers and Sbicca, 2015). Most studies on urban food deserts

have been done in developed nations such as the UK and US, but the concept is becoming increasingly
relevant in emerging economies and hence provides one motivation for this study. Battersby and Crush

2014) argue that while a food desert is useful for spatializing food insecurity, it fails to grasp the
complexity of the foodscapes affecting many urban poor, especially in a developing context. It is not

uncommon for a poor urbanite to work far from their place of residence, meaning that a lot of their
household expenditure is done in transit, as food retail outlets are much more likely to be located around
transport hubs and business districts than in poorer communities. Understanding this context provides

a second motivation for this study. In summary, we have adopted the food desert concept for this paper,

which reports on an exploratory empirical study of societal factors influencing urban food security in the
food supply chain in poor neighbourhoods of a developing nation, South Africa.

Literature Background
The grocery retail market and urban food security in South Africa
South Africa is an emerging market economy, with a well-developed agribusiness sector. According to

the USDA (2018, the sector provides a significant amount of jobs and is the largest exporter in Africa.
Grocery retail in South Africa is highly concentrated, five large chains (both domestic and international)
dominate the market with some independent companies challenging in certain areas Competition
Commission, 2019). The USDA (2018), using Euromonitor data, estimated the grocery retail market to
be worth almost $45 billion in 2017. They divide the sector into ‘modern grocery retail, which consists
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of supermarkets of different sizes and convenience stores, and informal’ or -traditional retail, which
consists of spaza shops (neighbourhood tuck shops)and other independent grocery retailers. While it is

widely acknowledged that South Africa, along with many other emerging and developing economies,
has been undergoing a transition towards modern grocery retail (Battersby and Peyton, 2014),

traditional retail still holds its ground with 38« of the market share (USDA, 2018). A lot of the traditional
retail sector is still informal, so exact numbers are difficult to come by. For example, Greenberg 2017)

indicates that estimates of the number of traditional outlets run anywhere between 80000 and 400000,
depending on which data one is looking at. That is a fivefold difference, exemplifying the heterogeneity

and complexity of the sector. Consumer surveys and interviews also indicate that the traditional sector
plays a major role in the grocery shopping of the poor population in South Africa (Competition
Comission, 2019; Tuomala and Grant, 2019).

Despite the modern agricultural and retail sector, South Africa still suffers from high levels of household
food insecurity (Mushunje et al, 2015). Food security is defined by the FAO (2009 as -all people having

physical, social and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to maintain a healthy and
active life’. Household food insecurity is especially sensitive to access constraints, spatial andor

financial (Battersby and Crush, 2014). The urban context exacerbates the significance of access, as
urban dwellers are net food buyers. Financial capability and the spatial distribution of food retail outlets
are therefore deciding factors in who is food secure and who is not. Additionally, the retail market in
South Africa is highly divided among the living standards measurement (LSM), which is a unique market
research tool in the country. The measurement divides people into ten segments, based on a set of
criteria regarding e.g. financial stability and living situations, one being the lowest. Township dwellers are
generally considered to be in LSMs 1-4.

Even though over half the global population now resides in cities, the urban context is underrepresented
in food security agendas and policy (Crush and Frayne, 2011). The question of access is overshadowed

by fundamental availability, the emphasis being on increasing production rather than strengthening
distribution networks (Battersby and Crush, 2014). South Africa for example produces enough food to

feed its citizens, but marginalisation prohibits access for a notable population (Mushunje et al, 2015).

Wealth distribution is highly unequal in South Africa, which leads to high levels of urban inequality and
marginalisation of individual people or even entire neighbourhoods. In a study conducted in Cape Town,

it was found that there are eight times as many supermarkets in wealthier areas than in poorer areas
of town (Battersby and Peyton, 2014). In supermarkets located in places easily accessible to poor urban

dwellers, the selection was significantly worse and limited in nutritional options like fresh produce.

Core, periphery and alternative flows
World-systems analysis divides global society into a :core> and a ‘periphery based on their stage of

development, power dynamics and dependence on one another for resources Wallerstein, 1974
Dependency theory for example examines the core-periphery relations from the perspective of who is
dependent on whom. The -official rules of its order- dictate that the periphery is dependent on the core,
but when examined critically, the roles appear reversed Biel, 2006, p. 116). This perspective is highly
used in critiques of neo-liberalism, positing that without resources from the periphery and the periphery
acting as a ‘sink- for emitted waste, wealth accumulation in the core would be impossible. As wealth is
the source of the core's power over the periphery, the order of dependency is debatable Biel, 2006).
According to Biel 2006), the environmental ramifications of the periphery being on the receiving end of
the core’s disorder have been examined more than the core-periphery relationships that exist in class,
gender, geo-political and other social orders as well.

Greenberg (2017) posits this dynamic into the South African grocery market, juxtaposing the corporate,
or formal, grocery retail with the informal. Corporate retailers are the core in this instance, wielding
centralised economic and political power and therefore dominating the market. The periphery, ie.the

informal and traditional retailers that are abundant in townships, is fragmented and unorganized around
a central entity (Greenberg, 2017). Like in world-systems theory, this dynamic prevents the periphery
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from developing to their full potential, due to the restrictions the unequal power distribution brings
forward. As per Greenberg (2017), the traditional retailers are seen as a backwards system, but at the

same time, the core views them as a threat to their business model.

Adapting this perspective to the urban context brings forward the socioeconomic flows that make up
the urban environment (Swyngedouw and Heynen, 2003). The formation of an urban core and periphery

is a result of these flows, and urban political ecology (UPE)is a useful tool to examine these complex
relationships. Political ecology at its core is about the power relationships which mediate the use and
distribution of natural resources. Urban food security is fundamentally about unequal distribution of
resources, which is why UPE lends itself well to examining this phenomenon (Agyeman and McEntee,
2014). Food also intertwines different elements such as social, economic and environmental. The
concept of a food desert has been widely used to spatialize urban food insecurity (Battersby and Crush,
2014). It was originally developed in the UK (Wrigley, 2002) and was at first mostly used in developed
contexts. According to Battersby and Crush (2014), the concept needs to be updated from the focus on

access to food retail as the defining factor, to a more fluid concept encompassing social elements as
well. In the US, food deserts are used in conjunction with inner city neighbourhoods where the food

supply is scarce in fresh produce, but unhealthy options are usually available (\Weatherspoon et al,
2015). This refers more to spatial access, i.e. the fundamental absence of fruit and vegetables in a
neighbourhood, rather than financial or other more ambiguous constraints. In South African context, the

lack of retail outlets is less of an issue, thanks to the active traditional market functioning in poor urban
neighbourhoods. The socio-political situation in South Africa, stemming back to the days of apartheid,

is extremely complex with racial politics still dominating the social order. Spatially, food insecurity is still
concentrated into the townships, predominately inhabited by black Africans (Battersby and Crush, 2014).
Many township dwellers: lives take place in an alternative society, where everything from dwelling to
employment is defined by informality. The traditional and informal supply chains for food are relevant

sources of nutrition for townships, and are often more in tune with the dynamics of such contexts
(Nandonde and Kuada, 2016; Tuomala and Grant, 2019). The traditional market is one of the reasons

why the food desert concept needs to become more fluid and about more than just spatial access.

Methodology and Research Design
The data for this paper was collected in the Western Cape, South Africa following a qualitative research
design. A total of ten semi-structured interviews were conducted with experts in various fields. Six

interviewees work in the South African grocery retail industry, ranging from corporate managers in large
international grocery chains to a community shop owner. The remaining interviews were conducted with

social workers working in a poor urban neighbourhood, or township, in the Western Cape. This paper is

part of a larger research project, which also included interviews with the residents of the township, with
a focus on the demand side. However, this paper focuses more on the supply of groceries and the types

of social issues that may affect people's access to food and its distribution to such areas. Table 1
provides a list of the ten interviewees.
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RET 1 Corporate manager, grocery chain

Retail experts RET 2 Corporate manager, grocery chain
RET 3 Corporate manager, grocery chain
RET 4 Store manager, grocery chain
RET 5 Grocery supply chain expert
RET 6 Spaza owner
SOC 1 Dietician

. SOC 2 Health worker

Social workers SOC 3 Livelihoods consultant
SOC 4 Independent social worker

Total interviews 10

Table 8 Summary of interviewees

Out of the six retail interviewees, four were employed in the same group, which is one of the largest in
South Africa with operations reaching across the African Continent. Three of them worked in managerial

positions in the corporate office or large distribution centres and the fourth interviewee was a store
manager in one of the outlets. The interviews were all conducted in English following a semi-structured

interview guide. While there were questions similar for each interviewee, the semi-structured format
made it possible to delve deeper into specific knowledge of each expert. For example, a manager in the

corporate offices would know more about companywide strategies than the average shopping basket
in a certain store. Social workers 1-3 work for a livelihoods-based NGO in the township, which assists

people with food parcels, job searching and different educational workshops and programmes. At the
core of the NGO is the school feeding programme. Children in primary schools in the area are measured
and if this indicates malnourishment, the family is considered for the NGOs assistance. Most of the
participants in the programmes are unemployed women and mothers. SOC 5 is an independent social
worker with various projects around the township.

Findings

Health and Poverty

South Africa was recently named the unhealthiest nation in the world by the Indigo Wellness Index
(Global Perspectives, 2019). Food security has significant health implications and it is specifically

referred to in the FAO (2009, definition. Many of the factors that the Indigo wellness index looks at are
food related; obesity in South Africa is extremely high, as are diabetes and blood pressure issues.
<People dont have money so they purchase what they can afford and what they can afford is
carbohydrate. That's why you have obesity rising>(SOC1). A lot of the health issues faced by the urban

poor derive from the lack of diversity in their diets, which mostly consists of starchy staples and very
few fresh vegetables or protein sources. The lack of financial access is at the heart of this, but also

knowledge about what constitutes a healthy meal is limited. Most township residents rely on what is
referred to as a ‘hamper-, which is a bundle of staple groceries such as maize meal, flour, sugar and oil
purchased for a discounted price (Tuomala and Grant, 2019). This makes up the nutritional base which
is potentially supplemented with fresh produce, i.e. meat andor vegetables. For many it is a choice
between the two.«So because of the money, some would have that hamper and just buy maybe meat-
(S0OC2). Cultural and educational issues also play a role in the nutritional profile. While many would like
to eat more fresh produce -Healthy food is so expensive and then unhealthy food is so cheap~SOCH1).

The cycle of unhealthy, starchy foods dominating as sources of nutrition does not only originate from
the demand side, but the supply side perpetuates this as well. The NGO gives out a food parcel for the

beneficiaries participating in their programmes. The contents of the parcel are donated by a large

grocery brand and the NGO has little, if any, say in the nutritional profile of the parcel, which is
predominantly made up of carbohydrates. So this food parcel was made by a nutritionist in

Johannesburg who just decided this is what's healthy-(SOC1). For many of the beneficiaries, the food
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parcel is the only source of food in a month, which means interfering in the donor-s offering could lead
to an impossible choice.«You choose, either you have obese mums or you have hungry mums. You take
a pick. And I'm sitting here and I'm thinking what can | do, there's nothing | can dor (SOC1). The
interviews with the retail experts point in a similar direction. «In their marketing they will talk about that
they want to make sure that health is affordable. But back at the ranch it's a cut throat, to a large extent
an adversatrial type environment- (RETS). Starchy carbohydrates have demand, so it makes financial

sense for companies to keep selling them, even if they are seemingly focussing on the health of their
consumers. <\What should be and what it is aren't necessarily the same thing.. it's about rand and cents

and their own profitability. | don't necessarily believe that there is a significant focus on doing what is
right It's about shareholder value, it's about growing market share»(RET5)

«If you come from poverty you're going to be stuck in poverty .. the rest of your life> SOC3). Poverty is
the underlying factor in most urban issues, including food insecurity. Both financial and spatial
constraints are tied to poverty. Financial more obviously due to the lack of entitlements and therefore
limited access to nutrition. Spatial constraints are more complex and derive from the socio-economic
climate «There isn't a broader world picture in ithe township1. And that's due to poverty and dislocation
of people» (SOC3). Factors such as the legacy of apartheid still heavily influence where people live, and
what kind of opportunities they have. The missing broader world picture is a limiting factor as well.

Starchy staples have culturally been such a significant part of the diet it is not easy to convince people
to shift their diets. In a study of grocery shopping habits of township dwellers, what people purchased

remained similar regardless of their financial status (Tuomala and Grant, 2019). Whether or not it is a
voluntary course of action or not, people seem to be quite set in their ways. According to SOCH1 it is very
difficult to coach people about eating, not to mention attempting to shift entire cultural paradigms.
Comforting, familiar foods bring some ease into people's rather rough lives. Convincing someone to
give up sugar, a simple everyday luxury, for health's sake is difficult. « That frustration of, everything else
is just so bad that, and food for many is a comfort (SOC1). The health implications seem like a fair
exchange for a few moments of joy.

Retail
The division into LSMs permeates the South African retail market. <The /grocery; group has a targeted

approach in branding for these stores, the LSM groups~ (RET1). This targeting has significant
implications in where different stores are located, which in turn affects the access to different products.
The grocery group has three different types of outlets. A higher end supermarket targeting the upper
LSMs would sell e.g.imported items, perishables and a much wider selection of brands. Most of South
Africa, i.e.the mid-LSMs are covered by another brand, where the selection is less luxurious but still
varied. The stores that target the lowest end of the echelon gear their selection toward staple products
such as maize millieymeal, flour, rice, sugar and cooking oil, most of them store brands. Comparing the
average baskets bought at the different outlets the difference is significant, R80 €4.70) at the low-end
store and R150 €8.81) at the higher end. The average basket nearly doubles. «ipeoplei are accustomed
to a certain quality, and for that you are willing to pay a certain premium. Now we cant expect someone
from the townshipi to buy that kind of product. It's not discrimination, but youve got to be real (RET2).

This would indicate that the difference in average baskets does not derive merely from the quantity of
products that people buy but also very significantly the quality. This correlates with statements from the

dietician interviewed, starchy staples are all many people in townships can afford.

Financial constraints on the demand side notwithstanding, the lower LSMs represent «the real bulk of
the income» (RET2)in South Africa. The high-end supermarkets are there to appease the higher LSMs,
but they are not where big money is being made. This manifests in the South African grocery market in

many ways, but one of the most significant has been the increase of formal retail outlets in poor areas,
such as townships. The township where this study was conducted for example did not have its own

formal supermarket until less than a decade ago. The traditional way of grocery shopping, i.e. having

specialty shops for meat, dry goods and fresh produce was still the principal shopping pattern some
years ago, but supermarkets are becoming significant sources of groceries for all of the LSMs. «Retail,
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formal retail as we know it have gone into ithe townshipsi. And have challenged those what we call down
the street sales significantly» (RET5). Having formal retail near the townships is likely to have increased
the selection of goods in these areas, but the intentions from the retailers are less than wholesome. The

lucrativeness of the lower LSMs as a market is significant, due to volume, and therefore financial
incentives outweigh any notion of improving nutritional access for people. It is not primarily or

necessarily geared towards the needs of people because that's the right thing to do.. but because it is
a significant opportunity» (RETS5).

The spaza shops in the townships are holding their ground over the formal retailers encroaching on
their market. Their biggest advantage is their location in the neighbourhoods where people live. Many

modern supermarket locations are in places only reachable by private vehicle. The supermarket in the

township of this study was located at the bottom of a hill at the very edge of the neighbourhood and
was difficult to reach for many residents and also return home with an uphill climb. There is public

transportation into the township from nearby towns and cities but not within the community itself. The

spaza shops are mostly used for everyday items, such as bread, milk, mobile data, and paraffin for
those who do not have electricity. The monthly hampers of staple household goods are also purchased

from the spazas. The packages of e.g.‘millie- meal and flour can be up to 10kg each, so location close
to the home is relevant. Some spazas also sell fresh produce and meat, but storage can be an issue.
Spaza shops are generally very small and located in shacks. They may also be located in areas that do
not have electricity. The spaza owner (RET6) interviewed for this study stocks her spaza with dry goods

once a month, but replenishes fresh goods every week, more often in the hot summer months if
necessary. The spaza owners use wholesale companies for their goods, some of them deliver to your

shop if necessary or one can go and pick up at the store. RET6 uses a delivery service for her shop.

Many of the other spaza owners in the township are from elsewhere in Africa, Somalia for example,
and they have formed a cooperative of sorts, which allows them to benefit from economies of scale and
cut costs on deliverytransport. They have also been accused of selling expired goods, which is said to

be one of the ways they keep prices low. There has been quite a bit of xenophobia and even violence
targeted at the foreign spaza owners. RET6 does admit that it is difficult to compete with them as an
individual business.

Previously the formal retailers have been moving into the townships with their regular supermarket
concepts, but the grocery group is trying a more flexible, spaza like-concept in a few townships around

the country (Mathe, 2019). The concept consists of small, mobile stores placed into harder to reach areas
in the townships selling the same products as the permanent supermarkets. The brand knowledge and
trust are an advantage the grocery group possesses and according to Mathe (2019, one of the shops
has already taken 80« of a nearby spaza shop’s customers. While this is a positive development on one
hand, on the other it does encroach upon a great many individual entrepreneurs: livelihood. However,

because it is a formal retailer the quality of products it sells are more reliable and this is appreciated by
the residents. They do not sell fresh produce, but the project is still in trial phase. Then again, this venture

is likely to be more motivated by the Rands it will bring to the grocery group-s annual report than the
desire to improve the nutritional access of the townships’ residents.

Conclusions
Urban food insecurity encompasses themes from several different disciplines within the social sciences
but suffers from a lack of coherent interdisciplinary discourse. Issues of retail networks and design, the

expansion of food supply chains into developing nations, and related retail business challenges feature
in extant retail and management literature. Conversely, research in urban, human geography and

development/ food studies describes the manifestation of urban poverty and the causes and effects of
food insecurity in cities. Thus, there remains a disconnect between these two foci which is worthy of
study to ensure the entire food supply chain is considered in planning and design. Further, a lot of past

work on food insecurity has focused on rural areas and the fundamental unavailability of food as the
cause. In urban environments this is not a relevant approach, as food is usually available for purchase,

but inaccessible to many. Marginalized populations like the urban poor, are either financially or spatially
constricted from buying food, rendering them food insecure. Spatial and financial constraints are
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summarised within the food desert concept, which represents an area where nutrition-rich food at
affordable prices is difficult to find. Food deserts are often located in low-income areas or
neighbourhoods typically inhabited by ethnic minorities. The underlying political, historical and economic
connotations here frame the entire food insecurity discourse and are vital in the formation of solutions.

Regarding this study, underlying factors to food security in the South African township investigated were
found to be varied and complex. While food is readily available, access to it requires a financial stability

not many residents in townships have. The government grant system assists those with the least means,

such as single unemployed parents, but the grants are meagre and many, such as immigrants, do not
qualify. Further, issues stemming from larger societal structures, such as the legacy of apartheid, have

significant effect on the food security of people living in townships. Access to more nutritious food is a
serious issue in this township setting. Staple foods that make up a township dwellers diet are
predominately carbohydrates and contain very little protein or fresh vegetables. Improving retail in and
around townships is an important step in increasing food and nutrition security in these areas. The spaza

shops and other micro retailers have an important role to play, as their business models fit into the
dynamics of townships better than large supermarkets. Unfortunately, data from the spaza shops was

limited as the shopkeepers are very hesitant to talk to outsiders about their businesses, likely due to
the apprehensive and xenophobic treatment they have received in South Africa.

Contributions to theory
UPE is a useful tool for analysing urban food security, but the results can be quite ambiguous and
detached from practice. Concepts like socio-economic flows provide important information regarding

underlying factors in urban issues, but including concrete flows of goods, such as the food supply chain,
in the discourse enhances its credibility. Examining what people actually buy and why gives valuable

insight into the theoretical flows. The motivations of the retailers also gave interesting insights. As per
Greenberg (2017), the formal retailers are the core on whom the periphery is dependant. However, the

core of retailers are reliant on the periphery of lower LSMs for business, which supports the reverse
social order. These types of findings contribute to the social approach of the core-periphery dynamic,

which has previously been overshadowed by the environmental perspective. Urban food security is a
nexus of different factors, social as well as environmental and economic. Urban food security research
suffers from the lack of empirical and interdisciplinary research, and this study contributes to both. Using
the SCM angle to study food security brings a novel and practical angle to the stream.

Contributions to retail practice
The South African market for groceries is highly divided and the dynamics of the lower LSMs are not
that well known. For retailers there is significant opportunity in the lower LSMs, as the majority of the

South African population belongs to this segment. Research such as this study and data gathered
from the residents of the township (Tuomala and Grant, 2019)is valuable for retailers in planning the
type of retail format with which to approach townships. A large centralised supermarket may not be the

best arrangement in sprawling township with limited transport options, but rather small and frequent
outlets scattered throughout the neighbourhoods. The spaza shops already function with this model

and continue to draw business. There is also a certain responsibility for retailers to offer nutritionally
sound food. There is a strong cultural paradigm affecting food choices, but retailers have the potential
to influence that.

Limitations and future research
As with all research, this paper has limitations as it only investigated ten actors in retail food distribution
in one South African township. Consequently, further empirical research across a broader geographic

and demographic spectrum will provide better external validity. Nevertheless, we believe that the study

has provided a good look at the issues surrounding societal factors influencing urban food access,
availability and security in the food supply chain of poor neighbourhoods.
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- 1 year study in Chiang Mai University and 1 vear in Otto-Von-Guericke University, Germany
- Possibility of being awarded degree from Chiang Mai University : Master of Engineering
in Logistics and Supply Chain Management
- Otto-Von-Guericke University: Master of Science in Industry Engineering Logistics







INVITATION TO VISIT

FOREIGN TRADE
UNIVERSITY

Welcome to Foreign Trade University!

As the President of Foreign Trade University,
| am delighted to invite you to join me in
becoming a part of this exciting community.
Established in 1960, Foreign Trade University
has been a vibrant hub for talented students,
professors, and scholars to study, teach,
exchange, research, create, and contribute to
radically transforming lives and inspiring
innovation.

With three campuses across the nation, our
talented faculties and staff are providing
educational opportunities for almost fifteen
thousand students.

Foreign Trade University has achieved high
international renown and standing within a
wide range of areas — from economics and
business, to law and foreign languages. In an
international environment at Foreign Trade
University, there is an astonishing diversity of
flexible and broad-based programs offered in
different languages coupled with leadership
which nurture and prepare our versatile,
creative, socially competent students for an
increasingly globalized world. Foreign Trade
University is also proud of our global alumni,
who have studied with us and are achieving
success all over the world.

A

As the President. | intend to build on the successes of the last 59 years to
ensure that Foreign Trade University is an innovative and unique center of
knowledge, which is committed to academic excellence, and to set our
sights higher in the world. | would like to promote activities that facilitate
cooperation between academia, government, and the business
community and turn Foreign Trade University into a national and regional
hub for generating, sharing and utilzing cutting-edge ideas and
knowledge.

It is a privilege to lead this institution and to call Foreign Trade University
home. | invite you to join us and experience all we have to offer and share

in our dreams for the future.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bui Anh Tuan
President

FACTS & FIGURES ABOUT
FOREIGN TRADE UNIVERSITY

Established in 1960

Public University

6 Foreign Languages
(English, French, Japanese,
Chinese, Korean, Russian)

20,000 students (2019)

18 Administrative Departments/
Faculties/Centers

14 Academic Faculties

800 faculty + staff members
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